SOCIO LEGAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION

	MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

23rd  September 2009, at Birkbeck College, London

	

	Present
	Sally Wheeler (Chair); Morag McDermont; Dave Cowan; Caroline Hunter; Nicole Busby; Daniel Monk; Dermot Feenan; Marie Selwood; Rosemary Auchmuty; Gavin Dingwall; Rosemary Hunter; Jo Hunt; Amanda Perry Kessaris; Helen Stalford; Mary Seneviratne; Anne Barlow; Penny English; Marian Duggan


	

	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Apologies for absence
	

	
	Bronwen Morgan, Nick Jackson


	

	2.
	Minutes of meeting 14th May 2009
	

	
	Agreed 


	

	3.
	Matters Arising
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Officers’ Reports
	

	4.1
	Chair

nothing not covered elsewhere on the agenda
	

	4.2
	Vice-Chair

i. nothing not covered elsewhere on the agenda
	

	4.3
	Treasurer

i. Report attached (Appendix 1). Whilst accounts showed healthy balance, Daniel re-emphasised that this did not mean that there was lots of money to spend as now entering into period when there would be little income for approx 8 months.

ii. Some small reimbursements from Small Grants etc where not all funds allocated were spent

iii. Dermot questioned why bursaries does not appear as expenditure item. It was explained that bursaries shown as income; expenditure on bursaries is deducted from overall conference surplus from conference organisers to SLSA.

iv. Daniel standing down as Treasurer after 5 years at next AGM. Anyone interested in taking over post should talk to Daniel. Dave suggested that email be circulated to members setting out which posts would become vacant at end of year.
	

	4.4
	Membership Secretary
	

	
	Report attached (Appendix 2).

Reporting no outstanding problems with database, except that e-commerce function not yet provided (i.e. so that members could pay subs on-line). See item 4.6.
	

	4.5
	Newsletter Editor
	

	
	Report attached (Appendix 3).

Marie awaiting to hear from organisers of Learning in Law conference concerning whether newsletter can be insert in conference packs.

Oxford Centre for Socio-Legal Studies had only agreed 2 year sponsorship for Newsletter. Denis Gallagan left Centre, suggested contact Bettina Lange re sponsorship renewal
	MS

	4.6
	Website Report 

Report attached (Appendix 4). 

1. directory – members too busy to complete directory details – agreed to offer prize, suggestions to Sally by Thursday 5pm, max value £75.

2. future website strategy: invoice from Kent for work carried out to website for £1400 + £1000 for extra work. However, items on original spec not yet delivered. Sally had work carried out so far valued independently at max £1400. Sally proposed I) that SLSA website moved from Kent to commercial developer as now have slsa.ac.uk registered independently; ii) set up Exec IT committee of those officers who interface directly with website (treasurer, membership sec. + Marie Selwood) to work with commercial developer iii) pay Kent £1400 plus £400 when site transferred to commercial developer to ensure smooth transfer iv new developer would take on development of e-commerce facility. Proposal agreed by all.


	SW

	5
	Appointment of Recruitment Officer
	

	
	Jo Hunt offered to take on post – agreed.


	

	6
	UWE Conference 2010

· Sponsorship: Wiley-Blackwell, Hart and OUP agreed to provide £2,300 in total so far – publishers pleading economic poverty. Thompsons-Reuters meeting this week to agree if contributing. Phil putting together photographic package to show publishers the exhibition area, relation to workshop rooms etc. in order to attract publishers. Andre stressed that was early for publishers to be committing. Need to be dynamic about how to meet publishers' needs. Andre on Law Publishers Executive, will be attending meeting in November to explain the benefits of SLSA conference

· Bristol Law School asked to contribute £4000 same as DMU

· all bookings for accommodation etc. made

· webpages will completed in next 2 weeks then will go live

· discussion as to whether papers should be organised in streams or keywords: agreed should be streams and themes, ideas for themes to be sent to Sally by Thursday 5pm

· it was emphasised that UWE will need to dedicate staff to chasing people who submit papers but not registered; relying on all stream organisers to be proactive and chase to ensure registrations was dangerous strategy

· agreed papers should be submitted centrally to UWE, indicating which stream/them, and also (where applicable) to stream organiser. UWE agreed to redesign submission arrangements.
	

	7.
	Conference 2011 – Sussex

Sussex organisers to be invited to January Exec meeting


	

	8.
	Post Graduate Conference 2010
	

	
	All accommodation booked in Burwalls, all events and accommodation on one site. Budget of £5000 cannot be exceeded, this must include travel and accommodation costs of Exec members who attend as speakers. 3 bookings received so far.


	DC

	9 
	One Day Conferences
	

	9.1
	Law Commission Consultation on Social Care (Caroline Hunter)

· Law Commission very keen for this to happen. Consultation paper out January 2010, conference proposed for April but will not be advertised until consultation paper published

· Caroline Glendinning suggested as speaker – this will promote relations with Social policy Association (see previous Exec meeting).


	CH



	9.2
	The 'socio' in socio-legal (Dermot Feenan) 

Dermot proposed a one-day conference to take a new look needed at this question, in light of globalisation etc. IALS keen to support and to waive accommodation costs. Date proposed 3rd November. Agreed.


	DF

	10.
	Proposal for  One Day Conference for Post Grads and Early Career Scholars

Opportunity for post grads and early career academics to present papers receive feed back , not just substantive content but on presentation. Sally to bring paper to next meeting.


	SW

	11.
	ESRC Changes to Post Graduate Funding

SLSA not yet been asked for nomination for person to be involved in decision-making on DTC/DTU allocations, as closing date for bids not until March 2010.


	

	12.
	Post Graduate Rep on Exec Committee

Space to be provided in agenda at PG conference for PGs to agree on rep.


	DC

	13.
	Book and Article Prizes

· only one article and 10 book nominations received so far

· those in charge of subject area will be asked to write report on priorities in that group

· case will have to be made for book not being socio-legal: these could be used to develop guidelines for future years on what sort of publications would be eligible

· do not have to be member of SLSA to submit for prizes


	

	14.
	Proposal for International Journal of Law in Context Prize

· papers circulated (Appendix 5 & 6). 

· IJLC proposed article prize, but Exec thought inappropriate to be so narrowly focussed, suggested CUP prize.

· Agreed that any CUP ad in Newsletter should be on same rate as other publishers – Newsletter ad rates to be sent to Dermot.


	

	15
	Equality Monitoring

· see paper (Appendix 7) – Equality Monitoring, SLSA PG Conference Jan 2009.

· Monitoring arose out of concern that SLSA Conference and executive overwhelmingly white

· However, concern expressed that the monitoring stats produced do not provide useful information in their own right, and we are unable to carry out comparison for whole of UK and overseas of characteristics of PGs.

· AGREED there was no compelling reason for continuing monitoring at either PG or annual conference.


	

	16
	Any Other Business

None


	

	
	Morag McDermont

23rd September 2009
	


APPENDIX 1

SLSA ANNUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

1 March 2009  -  11 September 2009

Current Account

Income

Membership: Standing Orders
10,693.00



   Cheques

  1,455.00



   CHAPS

     68.00


12,216.00

Interest







         5.10

JLS/Wileys 2009 Bursaries




   2000.00

SLS 2009 Bursaries





     500.00

Newsletter Sponsorship





   2000.00

Post Grad Conference misc




       90.00

Lancaster Reimbursement




     695.23

Humanities Conf reimbursement



     102.00

Inserts 







  1,500.00

Kent Reimbursement





     580.21

De Montfort Conference 2009




13,500.00


Royalties 







       29.33


TOTAL








     

33,217.87

Expenditure

Newsletter: Production





10,830.06

Website/Bulletin Board





  2,311.00

Executive Committee Expenses




  3,162.50

Post-Grad Conference





     378.60

Membership reimbursements




       60.00

Oxford University Seminar Award

 
 
   4000.00

Conference Prizes






     600.00

Humanities seminar misc





       45.00

Inserts Commission 





     345.00

TOTAL









         21,732.21

Net Balance








          11,484.79

Add funds as at 28.2.09








8,296.62

Closing Balance








         19,781.41



Co-Op Guaranteed Investment Bond

Interest to 11.9.2009



           174.83

Add funds at 28.2.2009



      25,566.51

Closing Balance








25,741.34

TOTAL SURPLUS







45,522.75

SOCIO-LEGAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION

TREASURER’S REPORT

1. The figures above are from 1st March (as only a short report was made to the last executive committee).

2. The position is healthy due to the successful conference at de Montfort and continued recruitment of new members. However this is the time of the year when we need a healthy balance – as we will receive no substantial income until May/June 2010.

Daniel Monk

APPENDIX 2

SLSA Executive Committee Meeting – 23 September 2009

Report from Membership Secretary

1. Online Database

One of the specifications for work on the database – to enable online payment of subscriptions via WorldPay – remains outstanding. Relevant Officers in the Executive are in discussion about completion of the specification and any payment to Mr José Casal, who has worked on the database to date.

3. SLSA Membership Breakdown

On 22 September 2009, the state of the membership database was as follows*:

· Full members


  494

· Postgraduate members
  191

Total number of members:
  685

· Non-members (institutions etc. 

who receive Newsletter free) 
   361


· Total number on database:
 1046

*These data are provisional as there appears to be a calculation error in the database, which has been reported to Mr Casal. Accordingly, no calculations have been made on percentage increases or decreases from previously reported data.

Dermot Feenan

Membership Secretary

APPENDIX 3

Newsletter Editor’s Report to SLSA Executive Committee

23 September 2009

Marie Selwood

Number 58 (Summer 2009)

A wealth of material was received for this newsletter including the report from the ethics committee and some really good quality small grant reports. As an added bonus, I even managed to include 2 pictures and 1 diagram!

The printing and mail-out went very smoothly and the newsletter was published on time. As discussed at May meeting, André provided details of publishers and contacted them for me. They were all happy to be added to the mailing list and this was done in time for the summer mail-out.

Other points

· print run – 2000
1200 for mailing list
800 for JLS

· page 15 UWE 2010

· page 16 Routledge-Cavendish advertisement

· One insert: Taylor and Francis

Number 59 (Winter 2009)

I have a lot of material already in and some good stuff promised. If everyone who has promised material actually delivers, I will probably have too much. However, I will fit in anything arising from today’s meeting, including information on Bristol 2010 and the pg conference. The deadline for submissions is 26 October (-ish) and publication is 30 November. 

Other points

· print run – 2000
1200 for mailing list
800 for JLS

· page 15 UWE 2010

· page 16 Routledge-Cavendish advertisement

· One insert: Toronto UP; possible insert from OUP

Social Policy Association

At the May meeting, I was asked to contact the SPA about reciprocal arrangements. I have been in touch with their chair (Caroline Glendinnig) and their pg rep (Racheal Dobson). They have agreed to put a link to the SLSA on their website and I have added them to ours. I have also sent Rachael information about the pg conference which she is circulating to her members. She is also passing the information to the Housing Studies Association committee. Caroline has also expressed an interest in writing a short item about the SPA for the newsletter and I have given her details of the deadline for the autumn/winter issue.

APPENDIX 4

For SLSA Exec 23 Sept 09

Webmaster’s report

1. I’m not aware of any problems with the main web site or Directory / membership database. I did initially have a few inquiries from members having difficulties in logging on to edit their entries but these are now only very occasional.


2. University of Kent site (which hosts SLSA) suffered a major security threat over the summer. The threat was unrelated to our activities but has had two implications for them:


(a) Loss of the bulletin board, as noted in the Web Editor’s report. It has taken the University longer to reinstate the board than I would have hoped but there have been significant technical changes and a shift of location so that the University will be able to handle board updates without charging. I would suggest that we do not ask members to go through separate bulletin board (re-)registration, or attempt to resurrect the previous membership list, until we are clear about the future of the bulletin board in relation to the rest of the site.


(b) Additional pressure on us to complete the Joomla update from version 1.0 to 1.5. This has proved more difficult than anticipated but is now nearly complete.


3. I am in discussion with the relevant Officers about payment to José (the developer) and completion of the site brief with the provision of e-commerce facilities.

Nick Jackson

APPENDIX 5

SLSA Executive Committee Meeting, January 15, 2009

AGENDA ITEM:      

Dermot Feenan will speak to this item.

Proposal for Collaboration between the International Journal of Law in Context and the SLSA 

Following the success of the 1-Day SLSA Conference ‘Socio-Legal Studies and the Humanities’, at which Cambridge University Press (CUP) displayed products, including its journal International Journal of Law in Context (see accompanying flier) CUP invite the Executive Committee to consider some form of relationship between the SLSA and the International Journal of Law in Context.


* Details of Prizes already offered are on page 2.

/continued

Current Prizes Offered by SLSA

· Hart Socio-Legal Book Prize: A book prize, open to all, for the most outstanding piece of socio-legal scholarship published in the 12 months up to 31 October preceding the closing date for nominations. 

· Socio-Legal Article Prize: An article prize, open to all, for the most outstanding piece of socio-legal scholarship published in the 12 months up to 31 October preceding the closing date for nominations. 

· Hart Socio-Legal Prize for Early Career Academics: A prize for the best book, published in the 12 months up to 31 October preceding the closing date for nominations, emerging from a previously awarded PhD, MPhil, LLB or MA. 

Possible Options for IJLC Prize

(a) CUP Suggestion:

· Socio-Legal Article Prize for Early Career Academics.

(b) Alternative Suggestions:

· Socio-Legal Article Prize [i.e. ICLJ take over sponsorship from SLSA, with option to increase prize from £100 to £250 – in line with the other two prizes.]

· Biennial Prize for Outstanding Contribution to Socio-Legal Studies.

· Prize for Postgraduate Achievement in Socio-Legal Studies.

Ideas for Alternatives based on Prizes offered by other Legal Studies Associations

1. Law and Society Association

· Harry J. Kalven Jr. Prize for Outstanding Scholarship in Law and Society.

· J. Willard Hurst Prize for the Best Work in Sociolegal Legal History.

· Law and Society Association International Prize.

· Stanton Wheeler Mentorship Prize.

· Student Prizes:  an undergraduate paper prize, a graduate student paper prize, and a dissertation prize.

2. Society of Legal Scholars

· SLS Conference Best Paper Prize 2008.

· Peter Birks Prizes for Outstanding Legal Scholarship 2008 (Books: 1st & 2nd).
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POSSIBLE COLLABORATION BETWEEN SLSA AND IJLC

Pursuant to the approval of the Executive Committee on January 15 that I should put to Cambridge University Press a proposal for an annual bursary open to overseas postgraduate students in order to attend the SLSA Annual Conference, to be known as the ‘International Journal of Law in Context Overseas Postgraduate Bursary’, the journal has advised that it is unable to commit to such a bursary for the following reasons (and in their own words): 

“First, because the thinking behind us wanting to form a relationship with the SLSA was to make more people aware of the International Journal of Law in Context and what it could contribute to socio-legal research, we feel that sponsoring a bursary would not raise its profile in the same way that an article prize or adoption of the journal would have. Secondly, as an up and coming journal we are unable to justify contributing a sum of money to a bursary, at this early stage in our development we need to think very carefully about how our marketing budget is spent, particularly in the light of the current economic climate.”

They went to say:

“We are still happy to offer SLSA members a discount so that they receive the journal for £19 each which is the equivalent of our lowest discount price on this journal. If you do wish to advertise such a discount on your website then please do let me know and I will make our subscriptions department aware that this is in place. 

Please do communicate to the committee that we are very grateful that they were able to make such a kind offer to us but for the moment we feel that the journal simply is not in a financial position to offer a bursary. Once the journal is more established in the marketplace we may well be in a position to come back to you in a few years and offer you some funds for a bursary.”

The journal appear to have made an economic calculation, in a challenging market, that a bursary in line with our existing bursaries (2x£1000; 1x£500) is unaffordable. 

I subsequently checked with the publishers on whether the proposal for sponsoring the article prize remains open. They say that it is. They also expressed interest in having a box in the SLSA Newsletter which would advertise forthcoming issues of the journal, in much the same way that we already do for JLS and S&LS. Marie informs me that space could be made available for such a box.

I am writing to check on whether the Executive would now wish to re-consider, in view of the journal’s response, accepting the offer of a sponsored article prize. Two options for such an article prize were identified in the briefing note for the Executive meeting on January 15:

1. Cambridge University Press’ suggested ‘Socio-Legal Article Prize for Early Career Academics’. 

2. Socio-Legal Article Prize (i.e. IJLC take over sponsorship from SLSA, with option to increase prize from £100 to £250 – in line with the other two prizes – with the title of the prize to be determined – possibly ‘International Journal of Law in Context Article Prize’).

For my part, I would support option 2, given that the option 1 overlaps with the existing Article Prize and would require extra resourcing in the Executive to administer a new prize. I would propose limiting the collaboration to five years with an option for renewal. 

Reasons for accepting the offer: 

1. The journal relieves the SLSA of the cost of sponsoring an existing prize. 

2. The SLSA secures a valuable association with a high-quality international journal in a field complementary to the research orientation of many of its members. 

3. The cost to the SLSA in this arrangement is low to minimal, comprising only (for Option 2) of acknowledging the sponsorship of the IJLC in the prize. In order to leverage for a prize worth £250, I propose we offer an ad on the SLSA website for a discounted subscription rate to the journal for SLSA members and the box in the Newsletter (which also has an incidental educative function). 

4. If we do not accept the offer now, we might lose (say to the SLS) any future prospect of sponsorship.

If the Executive approved Option 2, I suggest that we make it clear to IJLC, lest there be any doubt, that eligible articles should not be limited to publication in the IJLC.

I should be grateful for the views of Executive members on whether they wish to:

(a) Reject the offer.

(b) Approve Option 1.

(c) Approve Option 2.

(d) Suggest an alternative option (and if so please state).

Dermot

________________________________
Dermot Feenan LLB MA LLM Barrister
Lecturer
School of Law
University of Ulster
Newtownabbey BT37 0QB
Northern Ireland
Tel. +44 (0)28 9036 6374
Fax. +44 (0)28 9036 6847
E-mail: d.feenan@ulster.ac.uk
APPENDIX 7 SUPPLIED AS SEPARATE FILE
CUP state:





We are very open to any relationship favourable to the SLSA but the following are our initial suggestions: 





A heavily discounted rate subscription rate to the International Journal of Law in Context of £18 for SLSA members (in return it would be great to have a box in the SLSA newsletter which announces upcoming IJLC issues as per JLS and S&LS). 


  �       OR 





�The option of the SLSA 'adopting' the journal which would mean all SLSA members automatically getting a free subscription to the journal and the SLSA paying a very small amount for each copy (I understand if this option is not the preferred one but I wanted to offer it all the same).


 �       AND/OR 





�CUP would give the SLSA money for a International Journal of Law in Context Socio-Legal Article Prize for Early Career Academics (amount of money could be negotiated and I would expect this to be similar to the prizes already offered*) (it looked like there was a clear gap for a prize in this category and it would be great to encourage younger scholars, however, we would be open to any category that seems sensible).











