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I write on behalf of the Socio-Legal Studies Association. Our response follows the issues in your letter of 23 April 2004. 

(a) Socio-legal studies has been involved in many research activities including the following indicative areas:
· Evaluation research: This area of research is one which involves a substantial number of socio-legal researchers from different disciplines, eg, social policy, law, sociology, and includes such projects as 

· “Evaluation of publicly funded mediation” funded by the Legal Aid Board and carried out by a team from Bradford, Nottingham, Bristol, LSE, and SCPR 

· “Evaluation of the pilot public defence solicitor project” funded by the Scottish Executive and carried out by a multi-institutional team.

· Empirical research on the legal system: This research area has grown in demand in recent years as institutions, government and non-governmental, have sought to produce rational “evidence based” policies. It includes such projects as 

· ESRC Violence Research Programme
· Paths to Justice, funded by the Nuffield Foundation

· The role and appointment of stipendiary magistrates, funded by the Lord Chancellor’s Department

· Government lawyers: expertise, involvement, professionalism, funded by the ESRC

· Constitutional implications of executive self-regulation in the UK, funded by the ESRC
· Newer areas are now coming into being which include research on topics such as 

· HIV and the discourse of rights in southern Africa, funded by the Rockefeller Foundation

· Lesbian and gay politics within local government, funded by the ESRC

(b) Some of the most exciting challenges will arise from such issues as 

· the role of regulation in national and cross-national contexts
· globalisation and law: the extent to which states are transformed by the processes of globalisation and lawmaking is given over to private governance and private ordering

· the challenges of gender and sexuality as areas of contestation
· the role of law, both domestic and international, in post-colonial contexts

· human rights: in areas such as free movement of labour, migration, and asylum

· the exploitation of natural resources and their governance, either through national law or international convention, eg, in areas such as climate change, water usage and conservation, food production and distribution, mineral extraction from marine sources

(c) There are socio-legal researchers working in all the areas mentioned in (b) above, and all will most probably produce significant new knowledge.

(d) The ESRC can enable the furtherance of socio-legal research by continuing to fund socio-legal research by established and newer researchers. However, one key area in which the ESRC can play a role is ensuring that adequate support is given to the training of new socio-legal scholars. Many socio-legal researchers come from law school backgrounds where, unlike many social science disciplines, extended methodological training is not routinely given except at postgraduate level. There is a great need therefore for intensive training in methodology to be given at the start of postgraduate studies in the socio-legal area. 
The ESRC can also assist our area by sponsoring and encouraging more interaction between law and social science units in higher education institutions. For example, at one point in its history the ESRC funded social scientists to take up residence in law schools. This could be an experiment worth repeating.

The ESRC could be more proactive in promoting interdisciplinary collaboration through holding seminars, meetings, running bulleting boards, etc. The ESRC is in an excellent position to encourage cross-institutional interaction through its networks and information about the state of social science research in the UK.

If you should require any further information or elucidation of points, please do not hesitate to contact me on Email: j.a.flood@wmin.ac.uk,  Telephone: 020 7249 0365, Fax: 020 7911 5821, or by Mail: School of Law, University of Westminster, 4 Little Titchfield St, London W1W 7UW.
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