Copyright in Higher Education

Background

In 1998, the Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA) and the Committee of

Vice Chancellors and Principals (CVCP) signed a licensing agreement

covering the use and photocopying of copyright materials within

British higher education. It is called the Higher Education Copying

Accord (HECA). Instead of facilitating the use of teaching and

research materials, as  claimed, HECA has created a wide range of

access, pedagogical, and financial problems for British academics and

students. The current licensing agreement terminates in January 2001

and the CVCP will be meeting with the CLA to renegotiate it.  It seems

to us that it is imperative that both the CVCP as an organisation and

individual university vice-principals and chancellors are aware of the

particular problems caused by the current agreement in their own

institution, and are thus able to convey the dissent and

dissatisfaction in the HE sector generally about the HECA.  The

resolution is an attempt to achieve that.   CHEW is attempting to get

the resolution passed at as many universities as possible.

Basic Provisions of the HECA

The Higher Education Copying Accord (HECA) and the individual licence

agreements between British universities and the Copyright Licensing

Agency (CLA) came into effect on 1 April 1998; they expire 31 January

2001. The licences covers access to three types of materials and the

photocopying (and other forms of mechanical reproduction) of these

materials within universities. These include:  

1."normal" photocopying by university staff, students, and

administrators on the licensed premises, including university

libraries and academic departments; 

2.the use of materials by teachers for the production of classroom

study or course packs; 

3.materials placed in library short loan (or reserve) collections. 

For such use and access to materials, the CLA charges universities

copyright licensing and royalty fees. Though a license does not set a

maximum amount of "normal" photocopying that is allowed, it does

impose restrictive, time-consuming and financially-burdensome controls

cover the creation classroom study packs and the operation of library

short loan collections. As a result, HECA has created serious barriers

to the fair, non-profit educational use of teaching and research

materials and has erected an unfair tax on universities and on student

readers to the benefit primarily of publishers. 

The major problems which we have experienced in Keele Law Dept is with

the provision of  study packs:

1. the administration time in securing the necessary copyright

agreement is substantial;

2. the cost of study packs is substantial, and this must inevitably be

passed on to students who are already struggling financially;

3. students inevitably work out that it is cheaper to buy one pack and

photocopy it.  The Department carries the cost of all unsold packs

where copyright has already been paid.  We lost over one hundred

pounds on the study pack for just one course last year.

I think that these problems are particularly deserving of 

attention of the SLSA.  Increasing the cost (both finanical and 

administrative) of study packs will create strong pressures on 

academics into teaching purely from textbooks, rather than 

developing their own materials in a more imaginative way.  

Finally, it seems to me that the current agreement is ethically

indefensible.  The money does not go to authors, but to publishers.

*It is quite conceivable that you will be forced to pay copyright

charges in order to copy your own work for your students.*

For these reasons, I would invite the SLSA to support the CHEW 

resolution. A copy of the resolution follows.

The Copyright in Higher Education Workgroup (CHEW) April 2000

PROPOSED RESOLUTION ON THE FUTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION COPYING ACCORD

   and

THE  NEED TO REGAIN CONTROL OVER ACADEMIC PUBLICATION

                    For academic organisations and associations,

                    academic departments, librarian groups, and

                    student organisations. 

                    This meeting greatly regrets the harm to education

                    and scholarship resulting from the abuse of

                    copyright by many commercial publishers and from

                    the restrictions on the fair, not-for-profit

                    dealing in teaching materials imposed by the

                    provisions of the Higher Education Copying Accord

                    (HECA). The current restrictive climate has

                    created serious financial restrictions for both

                    universities and students and unnecessary barriers

                    to the use of intellectual resources within the HE

                    and FE sectors.        

                    This meeting urges academics, universities, their

                    relevant organisations, and student associations

                    to develop a concerted campaign, including the

                    following: 

                    a)  Re-negotiation by the Committee of Vice

                    Chancellors and Principals (CVCP) of the terms of

                    the HECA (due to expire in January 2001) and, in

                    particular, to end the serious restrictions on the

                    operation of short loan collections and the

                    provision of student course packs by recognising

                    the distinction between fair practice copying for

                    educational purposes on the one hand, and

                    commercial piracy on the other;

                    b)  Urge editors of academic journals to

                    pressurise their publishers to follow the lead of

                    Blackwells and allow free copying, without the

                    need for prior permission or the payment of

                    further copyright royalty fees, from subscription

                    copies of journals;

                    c)  Request that academic journals cease the

                    practice of requiring academic authors to assign

                    their rights or their employers' rights to

                    publishers as a condition of publication and,

                    instead, seek only first-publication rights of

                    journal articles and allow authors to retain all

                    other rights their own work;

                    d)  Ask that the CVCP, the Association of

                    University Teachers, and other academic 

                    associations support academics in their attempts

                    to regain control over their intellectual property

                    rights and, in particular, by developing standard

                    assignment clauses that would be recommended for

                    use by all academics as appropriate. 

                          Upon approval, copies of this resolution

                          should be sent to: 

               1.David Anderson-Evans, 

               Committee of Vice Chancellors and Principals,

               Woburn House

               20 Tavistock Square

               London    WC1H 9HQ     

               E-mail: D.Anderson-Evans@CVCP.ac.uk

               2.If applicable, your own university/college

               Vice-Chancellor or Principal. 

               3.The Copyright in Higher Education  Workgroup

               (CHEW). E-mail: s.l.fury@warwick.ac.uk
               (Put CHEW in the subject line.)  

               s.j.sheldon@keele.ac.uk

               Approval of this resolution will be  posted to

               the "copyrights" e-mail list. 

