SLSA

Socio-Legal Studies Association

Minutes of the Executive Committee held at the University of Westminster,

London on 17th January 2002.

Present: Ann Barlow, Lois Bibbings, Andy Boon, Richard Collier, Paddy Hillyard,  John Morison, Mary Seneviratne, Sally Sheldon, Penny Smith, Carl Stychin. 

Apologies: Linda Mulcahy, Les Moran, Martha-Marie Kleinhans, Dave Cowan, Gillian Douglas, Trevor Buck, Steve Whittle, Cath Little, Lisa Webley

648. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. 

649. Matters Arising
All matters arising were discussed elsewhere in the agenda. 

650. Chair’s Report
CS (as Chair for this meeting) reported that LM would be presenting a Chair’s report at the Aberystwyth AGM. 

651. Membership Secretary’s Report 

This had been previously circulated by SW. Received. Consideration was given as to the use of the remaining posters (with PS). Agreed - to send out in a future mailing with the newsletter. 

652. Treasurer’s Report.

MS spoke to and updated the written report presented at the meeting. It was noted that the present financial position is favourable (see further Treasurer’s Report). 

653. Newsletter Editor’s Report 

PS spoke to the previously circulated paper. Received. All members of the Executive were urged to contact PS with any information about future conferences at which the newsletter might be distributed in a conference pack. 

654. Directory Editor’s Report

Previously circulated by MS. Received and discussed. CS reported on feedback that a substantial percentage of members had submitted amendments to date. 

654. Webmaster’s Report 

SS, in the absence of MMK, provided an update on progress. A meeting had taken place with Nick Jackson at Kent and the web site is set up and ready for transfer. Agreed - to approve the request that a small Kent logo appear on the site (in recognition of the fact Kent are hosting the site).   Agreed – to co-opt NJ on to the board in order to facilitate discussion about future development of the site. CS recorded the thanks of the Executive to Kent for agreeing to set up the site. 

655. Report of the newsletter sub-committee 

CS reported that, further to the last meeting, the sub-committee had drafted specification for the tendering of the newsletter (in line with budget requirements). This specification has been previously circulated to the exec. by LM. CS reported that one expression of interest had been received (from Marie Selwood). The sub-committee had reviewed the bid and CS reported a favourable response. The next stage will be that LM will organise a meeting with MS to discuss aspects of the bid and to take forward. 

Note: PH expressed concern, shared by some other members of the executive, that the sub-committee had not actually met during the process. Following discussion it was agreed:

(i) CS to report back to LM the nature of the concerns which were expressed about the process. 

(ii) To note that a number of outstanding issues remain which the sub-committee will need to consider  - (a) the resource implications and (b) the terms of the contract

(iii) That the decision itself is the responsibility of the sub-committee (reporting back to the executive). A report will be presented at the AGM, but the sub-committee will report back to the executive in advance of the AGM. 

(iv) MS to be included in future e-mail discussions of this issue.  

(v) LM to take forward: Further clarification also to be sought with regard to the existing relationship with Cardiff and the Journal of Law and Society. 

656. One-day conferences 

Report previously circulated by TB on the Social Fund day-conference in Leicester. CS thanked TB for all his hard work in organising what had been such a successful conference. Following discussion of a range of broader issues relating to the one-day conferences it was agreed there is a need for the SLSA to establish some criteria/’ground rules in relation to the one-day conferences. This might include such issues as (i) a clear statement of what the liabilities of the SLSA should be in the case of future day-conferences which did not ‘break even’; and (ii) clarification of the circumstances in which ‘speaker fees’ should, and should not, be paid. 

Agreed – to be taken forward (possibly via the formation of a sub-committee) at the next meeting of the executive in order that a pro-forma statement be drawn up  to address these and related issues. CS encouraged suggestions for future one-day conferences. 

657. Scottish Branch

CS reported that Sue Moody had resigned from the executive. The next executive meeting to consider further the future of the Scottish Branch. 

658. Book Prize

A report from RC outlining the nominations received for the prizes was received – 7 nominations for the article prize, 5 nominations for the book prize (the same numbers as last year). Agreed: Chair (LM) to take forward the judging process. CS thanked RC for seeking nominations and co-ordinating. 

659. Annual Conferences

(a) Aberystwyth (2002):  AB reported on progress to date. Various publishers had agreed to sponsorship. AB encouraged all executive members to urge SLSA members to register in good time to avoid late-registration charges, and to check that the Web page is up and running – any comments/suggestions to AB. All stream co-ordinators are urged to pass on papers to Aberystwyth as soon as possible and to give consideration to possible Chairs. Following discussion it was agreed to seek the participation of both the ESRC and AHRHB in sessions if possible. Noted  (i) AB had received an e-mail from a range of human rights organisations wishing to joint the mailing list.  AB to contact SW to take forward.  (ii) AB to update all participants with news/developments on travel arrangements (e.g. extra train coaches are to be put on for the day).CS thanked AB for all her continuing hard work in organising the conference. 

(b) Nottingham-Trent (2003): MS reported on progress to date. The Website will be set up after the 2002 conference. All is progressing well. 

Agreed: further consideration to be given to a call for interest re SLSA 2004 at the next Exec. meeting. 

660. Any Other Business

(a) Small Grants. CS reported that nine applications had been received. It had been decided to award four grants, a total amount of £3,091. Discussion took place on kinds of applications which were, and were not, appropriate to fund, following concerns raised by one particular application. It was agreed that there are a number of ‘grey areas’ at present and, in view of the fact the scheme has been in operation for 3 years, the time is right for further consideration to be given to the criteria. more general issues in this area be considered Agreed – to take forward at the exec. next meting. 

(b) Agreed – to place on the agenda and follow up at the next exec. meeting the issue of ESRC Studentships as raised by Mike Adler.  

661. Date of Next Meetings (12.30)

Thursday, May 9th
end
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