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Outline programme 

Day 1, Tuesday 5th April 2016 

10:00 - Registration, Great Hall Foyer, refreshments available 

12:30 - 13:30, Lunch, Great Hall 

13:30 - 15:00, Session 1 

15:00 - 15:30, Refreshments, Great Hall 

15:30 - 17:00, Session 2 

17:15 - 18:45, Plenary Session, Faraday Lecture Theatre 

19:00 - 21:00, Buffet and Wine Reception, Barker House Farm 

 

Day 2, Wednesday 6th April 2016 

08:30 - Registration, Great Hall Foyer, refreshments available 

09:00 - 10:30, Session 3 

10:30 - 11:00, Refreshments, Great Hall 

11:00 - 12:30, Session 4 

12:30 - 14:00, Lunch, Great Hall 

13:00 - 14:00, SLSA AGM 

14:00 - 15:30, Session 5 

15:30 - 16:00, Refreshments, Great Hall 

16:00 - 17:30, Session 6 

19:00 - 00:00, Conference Dinner and Prize-giving, LICA Building 

 

Day 3, Thursday 7th April 2016 

09:30 - Registration, Great Hall Foyer, refreshments available 

10:00 - 11:30, Session 7 

11:30 - 12:00, Refreshments 

12:00 - 13:30, Session 8 

13:30 - 14:30, Lunch (packed), Great Hall 

  



5 
 

  



6 
 

Welcome to the SLSA Annual Conference 

As chair of the Socio-Legal Studies Association, it gives me great pleasure to 
welcome you to the 26th Annual SLSA Conference at Lancaster University Law 
School. With nearly 500 papers across 53 streams and themes, this promises to be 
an exciting and engaging conference.  I am particularly pleased that the 
Conference is visiting Lancaster for the first time, in the light of the long-
established tradition of socio-legal research undertaken here. 

It is the delegates who make a Conference a success. I would like to thank all of 
you who have made the journey to Lancaster from within the United Kingdom and 
much further afield.  Having such a varied group of delegates ensures not only 
excellent comparative discussion, but also the strengthening of our individual and 
collective international socio-legal research networks. As well as welcoming 
regular participants, who ensure continuity and represent the backbone of the 

Conference, I would particularly like to extend a warm welcome to those attending the Conference for the 
first time.  Every year the Conference sees cutting edge research presented by new delegates, especially 
post-graduate researchers and early-career colleagues, many of whom will have attended one of our very 
successful Postgraduate Conferences. 

In addition to the traditional paper sessions, this year we are continuing to offer the opportunity for 
delegates to present a poster.  The poster session has proved popular since it was first introduced three 
years ago, and this year sees an increase in the number of posters to be presented across a varied and 
intriguing range of topics. I encourage you to join us at the poster session which will be held alongside the 
wine reception and hot buffet dinner on Tuesday evening in the welcoming environment of Barker House 
Farm on Lancaster University Campus. 

This year also sees a number of charitable organisations enabled to attend the Conference through the 
provision of bursaries.  The charities will be giving talks on their work during the Conference. These bursaries 
are in addition to the PGR Travel Grant and Hardship Grant programmes. 

I would like to extend my thanks on behalf of the Executive Committee to all those involved in the 
organisation of the Conference, particularly from Lancaster University Law School, Richard Austen-Baker, 
Mark Butler, Amanda Cahill-Ripley, Bela Chatterjee, Gina Collins, Catherine Easton, Georgina Firth, Claire 
Fitzpatrick, Ben Mayfield, Emily Mead, Gary Potter, Siobhan Weare and Tom Webb, together with Lancaster 
colleagues from the Conference Team and Professional Support Services, especially Emma Beaumont, Daniel 
Cairns, Leanne Fairgrieve, Luke Gacesa, Sarah Harrison, and Benjamin Milby, for all of their hard work. I 
would also like to thank our sponsors ς their continuing generosity enables us to support the work of the 
socio-legal community in many ways. 

L ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƛȊŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ aŀǊǘƛƴ tŀǊǘƛƴƎǘƻƴ όŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛƻ-legal 
community), Luis Eslava (Hart Socio-[ŜƎŀƭ .ƻƻƪ tǊƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ 9/w .ƻƻƪ tǊƛȊŜύΣ WƛǌƝ tǌƛōłƶ ό{ƻŎƛƻ-Legal Theory and 
History Book Prize) and Lynette Chua (Socio-Legal Article Prize). 

Finally I would like to thank the plenary panel participants Donald M Ferencz (Middlesex), Nicola Lacey (LSE), 
Alexandra Mullock (Manchester), and Toby Seddon (Manchester), together with the invited speakers on 
Impact: Nina Fletcher (Law Society), Paul Iganski (Lancaster) and Sally Wheeler (QUB), and from the Law 
Commission: David Ormerod (Criminal Law) and Rebecca Probert (Family Law). 

If you would like to know more about the SLSA, please visit our stall at the Conference, speak to a member 
of the Executive Committee, or attend the Annual General Meeting (Wednesday lunchtime, Faraday Lecture 
Theatre). I hope you enjoy the Conference and look forward to meeting you all over the next three days. 

Professor Rosemary Hunter FAcSS 

Chair of the SLSA 
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Welcome from the Head of Lancaster University Law School 

On behalf of Lancaster University Law School I would like to 

welcome you to Lancaster, to Lancaster University and to 

the 2016 Socio-Legal Studies Association Annual Conference. 

We are delighted to be holding this conference and to be 

welcoming so many scholars from around the world to 

Lancaster University. 

Lancaster University Law School has a long history of socio-

legal scholarship. We have one of the oldest Centres for Law 

& Society in England and much of our curriculum is 

underpinned by socio-legal scholarship. The SLSA is an important organisation that has helped make socio-

legal scholarship a fundamental part of the methodology of both academic law and, increasingly, the law 

itself. The law cannot operate in a vacuum and understanding how it applies in context is vital to its success. 

I hope you find this an interesting and informative three days. After perusing the conference programme, it 

is clear that we have attracted some of the very best in socio-legal scholarship from around the world, 

covering a large variety of themes. The increasing number of streams and themes demonstrates the 

importance of socio-legal studies, and the place the SLSA has at the forefront of pushing this discipline. 

I would like to thank the Conference Committee, our professional support staff, and the SLSA Executive for 

organising this conference. I would like to give special thanks to our student ambassadors who have 

volunteered to help us during this conference, making the sessions run smoothly and allowing you to 

navigate the campus.  

 

I hope you enjoy your time at the conference and your time at Lancaster University. 

 

Professor Alisdair A. Gillespie 

Head of Lancaster University Law School 
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Wi-fi and Internet Access 

  




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































