
LAW AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM 

 JUNE 2022 

Call for Papers 

‘Law has undeniable scholarly connections with humanities’ disciplines.’  

Raffield & Watt 2007; vi.  

We are delighted to announce the call for 

papers for the new Law and Humanities 

Research Cluster at The Open University. 

One of the founding principles of the Law 

and Humanities Research Cluster is to 

encourage researchers to consider the ways in 

which law and humanities intersect in a 

critical and creative way. To celebrate the 

founding of the cluster, we invite you to 

submit an abstract for our symposium to be 

held at the University’s Milton Keynes 

campus on Friday 17th June 2022.  

The aim of this symposium is threefold: 

firstly, to provide an inspiringly varied range 

of papers demonstrating the fecundity of law 

and humanities; secondly, to build 

connections and networks between those 

researching, teaching, and studying law and 

humanities; and finally, to discuss the future 

of the cluster and potential future events, 

funding opportunities and outputs.  

The symposium will consist of presentations 

from speakers whose work can be considered 

to intersect with law and humanities, broadly 

defined. This may include, but is not limited 

to, law and literature, law and art, law and 

drama, law and performance, legal geography, legal history, law and religion, law and language, and 

law and culture.  

Those presenting papers will take part in a panel and have around 15 minutes to present on their 

research, followed by a Q&A/discussion. There will be no charge for those presenting at, or attending, 

the event. Full details of the event will be published in due course, but it is expected to last for most of 

the working day. Refreshments, snacks, and lunch will be provided. The symposium will be followed 

by a social dining event. Some assistance with travel costs may be available to presenters- priority 

funding will be made to those who are unwaged or do not have institutional support for such costs. 

Submissions are welcomed on any area of research which relates to law and humanities, broadly 

defined. Submissions are encouraged from legal scholars at all stages of their career, including 

postgraduate students, and from those working in related fields or in the legal profession.  

Beyond the abstract submitted, there is no expectation that those selected to present will provide a full 

written paper, although such papers are of course welcome and can be disseminated to delegates if you 

wish, for detailed consideration, and discussion.  



Abstracts should be no more than 250 words in length and should include a very brief biography of the 

author. Abstracts should be submitted to the organisers via email. Please email Fred Motson 

(fred.motson@open.ac.uk) and Dr Sophie Doherty (sophie.doherty@open.ac.uk) by 11:59pm BST time 

on Friday 27th May 2022. The organisers hope that most presentations will be in person, but some 

limited places for online papers may be available. Please indicate in your submission email if you are 

only able to present online, as papers accepted on the basis that they will be delivered in person cannot 

later be delivered online. 

If you are interested in attending the event as a participant, therefore taking part in the Q&A/discussion 

sessions and the social dining event, please email the organisers indicating that you wish to take part as 

a non-presenter. Non-presenter spaces are limited.  

We are sincerely looking forward to this event and look forward to receiving your emails.  

Best regards,  

Sophie Doherty and Fred Motson 

Co-Founders of the Law and Humanities Research Cluster at The Open University    
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