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Brenna Bhandar 

University of British Columbia 

‘No Guarantees’: Articulations of Race 
and Racism in the Current of Pandemic 
Times 

12 February 2021 

9am (PST) 12pm (EST) 5pm (UK) 6pm (CET) 

 

‘Can universalisms still form part of a dis-
course of anti-racist critique and resistance?’ 
‘Should they?’ These are two questions 
posed by the organisers of this seminar se-
ries and the ones I will consider in this 
presentation. However, rather than dwelling 
on the vast number of anti-racist critiques of 
the universal subject of right and law, I will 
instead argue that an alternative framework 
to that of universalisms, through which to 
ponder race, racism and subjectivity, is that 
of totality. Turning to the work of Stuart Hall, I 
will engage the idea of a ‘conjunctural analy-
sis’ as a means of understanding the ‘totality’ 
of social worlds, and how thinking the current 
moment ‘conjuncturally’ offers a means of 
grasping, or more accurately, articulating the 
complexities of racism as part of temporally 
and spatially distinct constellations. This is 
particularly relevant in a moment when dis-
courses of anti-racism can have a tendency 
to take on a static and Manichean character 
in an effort to describe or contend with the 
global nature of racism. Keeping the stark ra-
cial, gendered and class inequities rendered 
bare by the pandemic in view, we will consid-
er how a conjunctural analysis has an im-
portant part to play in contemporary anti-
racist critique. 
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Davide Tarizzo  Universalism is a major characteristic of 
Western civilization, but universalism has 
been conceived in various ways over the last 
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University of Salerno 

Infinite Universal: A World with No End? 

19 February 2021 

9am (PST) 12pm (EST) 5pm (UK) 6pm (CET) 

 

centuries. In order to understand the differ-
ence between the past and the present of 
universalism, we must take into consideration 
the notion of infinities. Each form of political 
and legal universalism depends, in fact, on 
some hidden assumptions about the relation-
ship between infinite sets of people and infi-
nite sets of rights. These infinities, in turn, 
can be thought of as potential or actual. The 
overall analysis of these infinities and of their 
relationships may be called political set theo-
ry. 
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