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This is a time when the rule of law is seriously challenged. Some governments threaten deliberately to break 

the law, while the independence of justice is jeopardised by unrelenting pressure from both the executive and 

the media. This book considers the current threats to the role of the judiciary, from four major thematic 

standpoints – independence, diversity, access and reform – to provide a unique oversight of judges’ work and 

contemporary legal challenges in Common Law and Civil Law countries, based on the legal practice and 

testimonies of senior members of the judiciary speaking up for justice and the law. It offers a rare opportunity 

to gather the expertise of eminent judges and legal authorities from five different countries, providing a unique 

insight into their work and the way they deliver justice based on their respective professional experience and 

practice of the law. The justice system’s experience in recent years of a series of serious, unprecedented crises 

is considered, from a decade of austerity to the present pandemic .  

 

This book will appeal to academic readers (teachers and students) in universities and schools, as well as lay 

readers interested in contemporary legal issues, law, politics, comparative studies, current affairs and 

European matters. 
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