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‘The book many of us have been waiting for – brilliant, 
radical and essential ... A major contribution to struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, imperialism and fascism’

Aziz Choudry, Canada Research Chair in Social Movement 
Learning and Knowledge Production, McGill University

‘Brilliant ... D’Souza skilfully shows just how far removed 
contemporary ideas about rights are from their origin in early 
capitalism. An absolute must read for everybody concerned 

with rights as a means for realizing justice’ 
Sunera Thobani, Associate Professor, Asian Studies/Critical Race 

Feminist Studies, University of British Columbia

‘A renewed analysis of rights, not “human” rights ... 
This persuasively written book helps us to trace the 

location of rights in capitalism and imperialism’
Shahrzad Mojab, Professor, Department of Leadership, Higher 

and Adult Education, University of Toronto, and co-author of 
Revolutionary Learning (2017)

Social movements demand rights to remedy wrongs and injustices. But 
why do organisations like the World Bank and IMF, the G7 states and 
the World Economic Forum want to promote rights? 

Mapping the rights discourse and the transformations in transnational 
finance capitalism since the world wars, and interrogating the connec-
tions between the two, Radha D’Souza examines contemporary rights in 
theory and practice. Looking at the struggles of people worldwide and 
their aspirations for emancipation and freedom, the book examines what 
is entailed in reducing rights to ‘human’ rights. It also explores why the 
argument ‘our understandings of rights are better than theirs’ is popular 
within social movements and in critical scholarship.

RADHA D’SOUZA teaches law at the University of Westminster, 
London. She is a social justice activist, a writer, critic and commentator. 
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