
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
The JAC is currently inviting applications for the 2018 Circuit Judge competition, due to close for 
applications at 13:00 on 5 April. In addition, there are a number of Specialist and Senior Circuit Judge 
competitions expected to launch over the next few months. I would be grateful if you would share 
this message with members, associates, friends and colleagues who may be interested in applying 
for one of these challenging and rewarding posts. Further information about these and all other 
open and forthcoming competitions can be found on the JAC website 
 
Circuit Judge 2018 
 
Applications are currently invited for the post of Circuit Judge. There are 94 vacancies across all 
circuits and jurisdictions (civil, crime and family) although not all jurisdictions are available on each 
circuit.  
 
This competition is open to solicitors and barristers in England and Wales with at least 7 years post-
qualification legal experience; Recorders; and those who have held, as a full-time appointment for at 
least 3 years, one of the offices listed in Part 1A of Schedule 2 to the Courts Act 1971 

Whilst the Lord Chancellor also expects candidates to have sufficient directly relevant experience, 
this extends beyond sitting as a judge in a salaried or fee-paid capacity to include those who have 
gained experience in an equivalent body. This includes, but is not restricted to disciplinary tribunals, 
conduct hearings, arbitrators, Magistrates and Parole Board Members. 

This is an excellent opportunity and the JAC would welcome applications from a wide, varied and 
diverse pool of candidates, including groups currently under represented in the judiciary. 
Applications must be submitted via the JAC’s online system by 13:00 on 5 April. 

Forthcoming Specialist and Senior Circuit Judge competitions 
 
Between April and June, the JAC anticipates launching four separate competitions for Senior and 
Specialist Circuit Judges. All of the vacancies are in pay group 5 (£145, 614 per annum) and based in 
London. The competitions are: 
 
Senior Circuit Judge, Designated Civil Judge 
Specialist Civil Circuit Judge (Chancery) 
Senior Circuit Judge of the Employment Appeal Tribunal 
Circuit judges at the Central Criminal Court 
 
All of these competitions are open to solicitors and barristers in England and Wales with at least 7 
years post-qualification legal experience; Recorders; and those who have held, as a full-time 
appointment for at least 3 years, one of the offices listed in Part 1A of Schedule 2 to the Courts Act 
1971 
 
Additional selection criteria may apply; further information will be published on the JAC website as 
and when known. Those interested in applying can also sign up to receive email notifications 
concerning the progress of these exercises. Visit the relevant competition page on the JAC website 
to sign up for notifications. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

https://jac.judiciary.gov.uk/
https://jac.judiciary.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sync/basic_page/courts_act_1971_part1a_of_schedule_2.pdf
https://jac.judiciary.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sync/basic_page/courts_act_1971_part1a_of_schedule_2.pdf
https://jac.judiciary.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sync/basic_page/courts_act_1971_part1a_of_schedule_2.pdf


Matt Howley 
 
Programme Manager | Judicial Appointments Commission | 5th Floor Clive House | 70 Petty France| London | SW1H 9EX | 
Tel: 0203 334 6926 

 

 
This e-mail and any attachments is intended only for the attention of the addressee(s). Its 
unauthorised use, disclosure, storage or copying is not permitted. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please destroy all copies and inform the sender by return e-mail. Internet e-mail is not a 
secure medium. Any reply to this message could be intercepted and read by someone else. Please 
bear that in mind when deciding whether to send material in response to this message by e-mail. 
This e-mail (whether you are the sender or the recipient) may be monitored, recorded and retained 
by the Ministry of Justice. Monitoring / blocking software may be used, and e-mail content may be 
read at any time. You have a responsibility to ensure laws are not broken when composing or 
forwarding e-mails and their contents.  
 


