SOCIO LEGAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION

	MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEEETING

20TH SEPTEMBER 2007, at School of Law, University of Bristol

	Present

Morag McDermont (Sec); Sally Wheeler (Chair); A. Bradney (Vice-Chair); Dermot Feenan; Fiona Cownie; Marie Selwood; Fiona Beveridge; Dave Cowan; Bronwen Morgan; Robert Dingwall; Caroline Hunter; Helen Stalford; Amanda Perry-Kessaris; Lisa Glennon; Mary Seneviratne



	Martin Partington: Empirical Legal Research Support Network (Paper 1B attached) - also see Paper 1B attached: Building Research Capacity in Empirical Socio-Legal Research, Louise Ackers and Fiona Beveridge (University of Liverpool).

MP introduced paper, explained that the Network had already been used by Tony Musson at Ministry of Justice as vehicle for conveying the implications of the creation of the MoJ. 

In discussion, RD stressed dangers of the current policy driven agenda to separate theory from empirical, turning empirical into empiricist. Discussion about supporting training needs for existing academics, addressed in part by Liverpool paper.

It was agreed  i) that the Network should be brought within the SLSA umbrella; ii) that the SLSA website should be used to develop the Network; iii) to set up a Task Force to join MP in developing proposals in paper – members of Task Force to be: Bronwen Morgan, Caroline Hunter, Robert Dingwall. MP to set up email discussion (Louise Ackers/Fiona Beveridge to be copied in) and report to be submitted to Jan Exec meeting; iv) Task Force to bear in mind that changes to website will have to be costed in terms of Marie’s time



	1.
	Apologies for absence
	

	
	Hannah Quirk; Maki Tanaka, (Post grad rep); Rosemary Auchmuty; Anne-Marie Farrell; Alison Dunn; Nicole Busby; Daniel Monk; Bettina Lange; Nick Jackson; Jo Hunt; John Flood (resigned); Helen Carr; Anne Barlow; Julian Webb

	

	2.
	Minutes of meeting 17th May 2007
	

	
	Agreed (with typos corrected)


	

	3.
	Matters Arising
	

	3.1
	None


	

	4.
	Officers’ Reports
	

	4.1
	Chair – nothing to report not taken elsewhere in agenda


	

	4.2
	Vice-Chair – same


	

	4.3
	Treasurer

a) Report attached (Paper 2). The income totals do not include £5,000 promised by institutions for Newsletter (see item 3.4), nor additional £1,500 received in membership subs since report prepared.

b) Thanks to Kent for transferring Annual Conference proceeds in record time!

c) Membership fees – need to consider increase, but would need to be substantial due to difficulty of getting members to change Standing Orders. Need to consider linking contributions to income, possibility of voluntary contributions (as per LSA). Agreed  to ask Daniel to bring paper to next meeting 


	Action

DM

	4.4
	Membership Secretary
	

	
	Report attached (Paper 3). Teething problems with new database system, but Nick assures problems will be resolved. Expect majority of members to have paid subs by Jan. Lisa to check Empirical Network list of members and contact those not members of SLSA. Thanks to Lisa for the fantastic job she has done in working with the new system!


	Action

LG

	4.5
	Webmaster Report
	

	
	Report attached (Paper 4). It was suggested there needs to be a search button next to the search function on website.


	Action

NJ

	4.6
	Newsletter Editor’s report (Paper 5)
	

	
	a) last Newsletter – Routledge paid £600 for back page ad 

b) Sponsorship for Newsletter: Marie to check if Exeter agreed to sponsor; Bristol sponsorship for one year only (but working on it!); agreed Sally to write to Edinburgh, Strathclyde and others asking for sponsorship


	Action

MS

SW

	4.7
	Recruitment Officer
	

	
	Report attached (Paper 6 – to follow).


	

	5.
	Manchester Conference 2008
	

	
	Report on progress:

· Accommodation at 3* Hotel and student accommodation has been booked. 4* option at discounted rate is being negotiated.

· VAT exemption has been confirmed.

· Town Hall has been booked for the conference dinner.

· KRO Bar, Oxford Road has been booked for Tuesday night - it is cheaper than the University. Details re food/drink are being finalised.

· Web-site should be up next week, when letter to stream organisers will also go out.

· Qualitative training event is in-hand.

· Sponsorship is being explored

· Conference bags are in hand

· Picture for the publicity logo has been identified.

Discussion of the question of the plenary speaker; Manchester suggested Clive Stafford-Smith. However, the Exec was against this because of his likelihood of canceling (as has happened previously).

It was agreed  i) to request that Manchester team produce monthly reports for the Exec, with next report to be circulated end October – this report to include details of all bookings so far, and timescales for outstanding tasks; ii) Manchester to provide names of full team of conference organisers with roles/responsibilities; iii) Sally & Tony to visit Manchester mid Oct.


	Action

CH/HQ

 SW/AB

	6.1
	2009 Conference: De Montfort University
	

	
	Progressing well.

Plenary speakers: if DMU want to organise plenary, agreed should only be one; DMU to submit names of suggested speakers to Exec for approval


	

	6.2
	2010 Conference 
	

	
	University of West of England are interested. Sally to report to next Exec


	SW



	7.
	Ethics Committee
	

	
	The committee had not met, only email discussion. Report attached (Paper 7  - prepared by JW) on proposals to amend SLSA Ethics statement. It was agreed:

a) that the name of the document should be ‘Statement of Research Ethical Principles’

b) Statement needs to be made more accessible on SLSA website

c) Statement to take into account Mental Capacity Act 2005 and Data Protection Act 

d) must include clear message that ‘this Statement should be read in conjunction with any relevant institutional ethical code’

e) Committee to consider specific issues above and in paper and report in writing to next Exec, paper to be circulated one week in advance


	Action

MS

JW/DC/BL/A 

Barlow

	8.
	LSA Conference Berlin, July 2007
	

	
	Agreed Bronwen to write report for Newsletter setting out personal view of conference. Also to contain report of Grad Student Activities events and Amy McGuire report on setting up collaborative network
	Action

BW/

MM/

HC



	9.
	One Day Conferences
	

	
	Text Books Conference Scheduled for 3rd Oct 

Research Funding Conference: 6th Feb 2008

Other suggestions:

i) ethics – but may be too soon after previous conference – depends next report of  Ethics Ctee

ii) law and humanities – fictions of law

iii) human rights implications of socio-legal research

iv) maximising policy impact of research – research and the media – possible northern seminar?


	FC

SW/DC/ABarl

DF
?

?

	10.
	Post Graduate Conference, Hull, 23/24 January
	

	
	Speakers and accommodation booked. Publicity to go out soon
	Action

FC



	11.
	Book and Article Prizes
	

	
	Fiona Beveridge to take over running of prizes.

Judges agreed [CONFIDENTIAL DISCUSSION]

	Action

FB

	12.
	Small Grants Competition
	

	
	Applications close 31st Oct 

Committee: Dermot Feenan, Mary Seneviratne, Tony Bradney (chair and contact)


	Action

AB

	13.
	Seminar Competition
	

	
	Applications close 31st Jan 2008

Committee: [CONFIDENTIAL ITEM]

	Action

AP-K

	14.
	Any Other Business
	

	
	HEFCE consultation paper on post RAE 2008 expected Jan 2008 – expected that socio-legal community to be asked for ideas on metrics. Suggested SLSA organise one day conference in conjunction with SLS, BSA, Political Scientists Association, Classics Association – Sally and Robert Dingwall to organise
	Action

SW/RD



	
	
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Next Meeting – Thursday 17th January 2008, IALS, London
	

	
	Following meeting:

Thursday 15th May 2008


	



Approved by Executive Committee 17 January 2008

	
	
	


